


VoL I. 


IV. 


MEMOIRS 
LITERATURE. 





25 





MonbDaAYyY, Fanuary 28, 1712. 





I. 


AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT, ne- 
ver before publifh’d , of the Life and 
Trial of MICHAEL SERVE- 
TUS. In feveral Letters to ** * *, 


* Letter IV. 


SIR, 


N the 23d of Auguft, Servetus being 
@) brought to the Bar , the Attorney 


General exhibited XXX. new Arti- 
cles againft him, and required that he fhould 
be interrogated upon each of them. Moft 
of thofe Interrogatories concern'd his Per- 
fou, his Life and Converfation. 

Here follow fome of his Anfwers; That 
his Parents were not of Fewifh, but of Chri- 
ftian and Ancient ExtraGlion, and lived no- 
bly (vivans noblement ) ; That he ofed 
his laft Book (Chrifftianif{mi ReStituts0,) with- 
out looking into the firft printed in Germany ; 
That when he was in that Country, he im- 
parted his Opinions to none but ere yf . 
ditt, Bucer, gn Capito; That he publith’d 
his laft Book with a good Intention, follow- 








% The Three fir Letters may be fem in the 
If Volume of thefe Memoirs. ane 


ing the Diétates of his Confcience ; That 
r. Calvin, and Mr. Abel Poupin (alias Pepin) 
abufed him: much more in feveral Latin and 
French Books , than he had abufed them in 
the Latin Letter t written to the Latter ; 
That if “ is — a — — 
cerning Baptifm , he is to ge his 
Opinion , and begs Mercy 3 ( qu'il demande 
mifericorde , criant merci); That he was not 
come to Gexevs with a Defign to ftay in chat 
City, @e.; That he told bis ord and 
Landlady he intended to fet out the next day 
for Swiferland; And that he did not appear 
Abroad for fear of being difcovered. 

Ic was upon this Day , that the Prifoner 
declared that he was impotent, as I have ob- 
se in my — ( Vol sw 
where you may fee upon what 
made fach a Declaration. 


ag. 294. ), 
ccafion he 


On the 28th of Auge? the Lieutenant 
brought in XXXVIII. Articles,about which 
he defired that the Prifoner fhould be exa- 
mined, and that he fhould anfwer each of 
them Affirmatively or Negatively. 

Thofe Articles were at the end of 
a jong Preamble of the Attorney-General, 
mages tos which was to thew , that Ser- 
wetws d to be putto death. The At- 
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+ 1 have inferted shat Letter in the Firft Vo~ 
lume, Pag. 359. 
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torney-General reprefented to the Judges, 
that Seryetws variedoan his Anfwers ; shag 
they were full of Lies ; “ agd chat he dee 
« rided Ged and his.Word , by ailedging, 
‘* corrupting , and wrefting the Paflages of 
“ the Holy Scripture, to conceal his Bla 
‘ fphemies, and avoid being punifh’d”’. He 
added , that Serverus had made a wrong 
Choice of the Examples quoted byhim, in 
his Petition, outof the Adcts of che Apa. 
itles ; and chat what he faid of the Empe- 
ror Conflantin, was falfe. Befides, he alledged 
againft the Prifoner the Laws of thofe Em- 

erors, who condemned Hereticks to death. 
He further faid , that Seructas wes condemned 
by his own Confeience , and fenfible that he dee 
jerved Death ; And that, like the Anabaprifts, 
he deprived the Magiftrates of the Right of 
the Sword. Laftly, he concluded, that fince 
Servetus knew fo well how to tell Lies, he 
fhould not have an Attorney, ashe defired ; 
That fuch a thing was forbidden by the Ci- 
vil Law, and never granted to fuch Sedu- 
cers. 

The Articles, about which the Prifoner 
was examined on that Day , concern rather 
the Impreflion of his Book, his Perfon, his 
Lite and Converfation, than his Do&rine. 

He anfwered, among other Things , that 
fince his return from Germany he had im- 
parted his Opinions to none in writing but 
to Mr. Galvin and Mr. Pepin , and that he 
had alfo writ a Letter to Mr. Peter Viret ; 
That he had never committed Fornication, 
(the Judges ask'd him whether he had com- 
mitted that Sin) ; That he believed his Do- 
ctrine to be true, till he fhould be con. 
vinced of the coatrary. &c. 


The 31 ft of 4uguft the Syndics and Coun- 
cil of Geneva received a Letter from the 
Vice Bailiff and the King’s Attorney at Vi- 
ennc, dated the 26th of the fame Month, 
wherein they gave many Thanks to thofe 
Magiltrates for informing them, that Ser- 
wctus had been apprehended in their City, 
and that he was their Prifoner ; and defired 
tiem to fend him back to Vienne, that their 
Sentence might be executed upon him. That 
Letter was delivered-to the Magiftrates of 
Geneva by the Viguier or Captain of the Roy- 
al Palace at Vienne. 

On the fame day, Servetus being brought 
to the Bar, the Captain came in; and the 
Judges askd che Prifoner vhhether he knew 


— 


1712. 
him. He anfweredhe did , and that he had 


beermtworDays ander his *Cuftedy from 
Tucfdey till Friday inthe Morning Ove. Be- 
ing ask @ by the Judges whether he had ra- 
ther ftay at Geneva,or go back to Vienne with 
the Jaylor that was come to fetch him, he 
threw himfelf upon the Ground, melting 
in Tears, and begg’d of the Judges that they 
would rather try him at Geneva , and deal 
with him as they fhould thiak fir, (@ gue 
Meffeurs fiffint de lui tout ce qu'itleur plairoit ) 

He further faid, That he had been ex- 
amined twice at Vienne; That he was ask'd 
whether he had been in Germany; That they 
fhe wed him fome Sheets of a Manufcripr, 
which he had fent’to Ga/vin, and fome Let- 
ters which he had writ to him. He added, 
that he look’d upon the Mafs asa wicked 
thing , ( gui tient la Meffe mefckante,) and 
had writ againft it as the Proteftants ; That 
he went to Mafs at Vienne , which was a fin- 
ful thing ; and that he had done it for fear 
of being put to Death. 

Servetus cannot be excufed for going to 
Mafs againft his Confcience ; for he might 
have retired into a Proreftant Country. But 
perhaps he was afraid of being profecuted 
by the Proteftants as an Antitrinitarian. His 
Herefy was known to feveral Proteftants of 
Geneva, Swifferland, and Germany ; but the 
Roman Catholicks in France knew nothing of 
it, before he publifh’d his Chriftianifmi Re- 


fitutio. 


The Jaylor of Vienne left Geneva , having 
got an Arteftation importing how Servetus 
had declared, That he had made his Efcapé 
without his Affliftance. 


On the ift of September Servetus refufed, 
out of Generofity, to name thofe, who were 
in his Debt in France. The Judges ask’d 
him feveral Queftions about it, at the Solli- 
citation of the Sieur de Maugiron, who writ 
a Letter to them to inform them that the 
King had given Servetus’s Eftate to his Son. 

On the fame Day Calvin appeared again 
before the Prifoner. The Judges ordered 
him to extra feveral Propofitions word for 
word out of Servetw’s Book , and that Ser- 
vetus fhould anfwer, and prove his Do&rine 
in Latin. Purfuart to that Order Calvin ex- 
tracted many Propofitions out of that Book, 
and reduced them to XXXVIII. Articles, 
which were delivered to the Prifoner. The 
latter anfwered them in writing. — 
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made a Reply, which was alfo delivered to 
the Prifoner on the, 15th of September. I 
thal] {peak of them hereafter. 

On that Day, (September 15.). Servetus pre- 
fented another Petition to his Judges. 

Mes tres bonorés Seignueurs, . 
(6 F E vous fupplie tres humblement , que 

‘“* yous plaife abreger ces grandes di- 
‘* Jations, ou me mettre hors de la crimina- 
“ jité. Vous voyes que Calvin eft au bout 
* de fon roulle, ne fachant ce que doytdire, 
& pour fon plaifir me veult icy faire pour- 
ric enla prifon. Les poulx me mangent 
* tout vif, mes chaufes font defcirees, & 
nay de quoy changer, ni perpoint, ni cha- 
mife, que une mechante. Je vous avois 
prefenté une aultre requefte, la quiele 
eftoyt felon Dieu. Et pour Ja empecher, 
Calvin vous a allegué Juftinian. Certes 
il eft malheureux, dalleguer contra moy 
ce que luy mefme ne croyt pas. Luy 
mefme ne tient point, ni croyt poynt, 
ce que Juftinian a di& de. Sacro 
 fanFis ecclefiis, © de epifcopis CG clevicu, 
** & dauleres chofes dela Religion : & fcait 
‘* bien que leglife eftoit desja depravee. 
Ceft prand honte a luy, encores plus 
grande, qu'il a cing Semeines, que me 
tient icy fi fort enferme , & na jamais al- 
legue contra moi un feul paflage. 
“ Mefleigneurs,je vous avois auflidemande 
un procureur, ou advocat, comme avies 
permis a ma partie, la quicle nen avoyt fi 
afaire que moy, que fuys eftrangier, igno- 
rant les coftumes de ce pays. ‘Toute fois 
vous laves permis a luy , non pas a moy, 
& laves mis hors de prifon, davant de 
cognoiftre. Je vous requier que ma caufe 
foyt mife au confeil de deux cénts, a- 
veque mes requeftes: & fi jen puys ap- 
peller Ja, jen appelle , proteftant de tous 
defpans , damages & interes, & de potna 
talionis ,ctant contra le premier accufateur, 
i gue contra Calvin fon mailtre, que a prins 
la caufe a foy. Fai&t en vos prifons de 
* Geneve le 15. de Septembre 1553. 
Michel Servetus en 
fa caufe propre. 


That is, 
Moff Honoured Lords, 
ot ] Humbly befeech you, that you would 
“* be pleafed to puta ftop to thofe 
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“ great Delays, and leave off profecuting me 

““ asaCriminal. You fee that Calvin is put 

to his aft Shift, and knows not what to 

‘* fay, and is refolved that I fhould rot id 

Prifon to pleafe himfelf. I am eaten up 

with Lice: My Breeches are tora in pic- 

ces ; and I have none co fhift, nor ano- 

ther Doublet, or Shirt , but a very forry 

one. I prefented you another Petition, 
which was according to God: And to 

prevent the good Effect of it, Calvin has 

quoted Fuftinianagainftme. Certainly he 

is a very unhappy Man, to alledge againit 

me what he does not believe. He him- 

felf does not believe what Juffinian fays 
‘¢ de Sacrofanis Bcclefiis , G de Epifcopis & 
‘* Clericis, and other things relating to Re- 

‘* jigion: He knows very well that the 
“ Church was then corrupted, ‘Tis a great 
Shame for him te do fo ; but ’tisa greater 
“ Shame ftill, that he fhould have kept me a 
“ clofe Prifoner thefe five Weeks, without 
“ alledging any one Paflage againft me. (7 
fuppofe Servetus means any one Paflage that is 
to the Purpole.) 

“ My Lords, I alfo defired you @o allow 
me an Attorney, or an Advocate,ias you 
“ have allowed one to my Adverfary, who 
“ did not wantitf{o much asI do, who am 
‘¢ a Foreigner, unacquainted with the Cu- 
“‘ ftoms of this Countrey. And yet you 
“have granted his Requeft, and denied 
mine, and fethim at Liberty before you 
* took Cognizance of my Caufe. I defire 
“ that my Caufe be removed to the Coun- 
“« cil of Two Hundred , with my Petitions ; 
“ and if I can appeal to them, I a&tually do 
‘‘ it, protefting againft all Charges and Ex. 
“ pences, and iniifting upon the poena talio. 
“ wis, not only againft the firft Accufer, but 
“alfo againft Calvin, who has taken the 
‘‘ Caufe upon himfelf. From your Prifon 
“ at Gencva, September If. 1695}. 


<é 


<t 


M-chael Servetis 
pleading his own Caufe. 


Servetus prefented two other Petitions, be- 
tween that Day (Seprember 15 ) and the 27th 
of Ofoler, on which he was executed. The 
firft is dated the 22d of September , and is as 
follows. 
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Tres honores Seigneurs, 


(6 FE fuis detenu en accufation criminelle 
“ de la part de Jehan Calvin, lequel 

“© ma faulfamant accufe , difant que javes 
** efcript, 

1. “ Que les ames eftiont mortelles, & 
“ auffi, 

2. “ Que Jefu Chrift navoyt prins de la 
‘* vierge Maria, que la quatriefme partie de 
“* fon corps. 
“ Ce font chofes horribles, & execrables, 
En toutes les aultres herefies , & en tous 
les aultres crimes , nen a poynt fi grand, 
que de faire lame mortelle. Car a tous 
les aultres il y a {perance de falut, & non 
“ poynt a ceftui cy. Qui dié cela, ne croyt 
“ poynt quil y aye Dieu , nijuftice , ni re- 
. firre€tion, ni Jefu Chrift, ni Sain&e efcri- 
“ cure, ni rien : finon que tout e mort, & 
“ gue home & befte foyt tout un. Si javes 
di& fela, non feulemant di&, mais efcript 
publicamant , pour enfecir le monde , je 
me condamnares moy mefme a mort. 
“ Pourquoy , Meffeigneurs, je demande 
“ que mon faulx accufateur foye puni poena 
“ talions , & que foyt detenu prifonier 
“ comme moy , jufques a ce que la caufe 
“ foyt diffinie pour mort de Ivy ou de moy, 
** ou aultre poine. Et pour ce faire je me 
“ infcris contra luy a Ja dite poine de tali- 
“on. Et fuys content de morir , fi non eft 
““ convencu, tant de cecy, que d’ aultres 
“ chofes, que je luy mettre deffus. Je vous 
‘* demande juftice, mefleigneurs, juftice, ju. 
“ ftice, juftice. Fai& en vos prifons de 
‘© Geneve le 22 de Septembre. 1553. 


(s 
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Michel Servetus 
en fa caufe propre. 


That is, 


Me? Honoured Lorde, 


“ | A M confined like a Criminal, and pro- 
“ fecuted by Jobn Calvin, who has 
** falfly accufed me, pretending that I have 
** publifh’d, 
“* L That Human Souls are mortal. 
“IT. That Jefus Chrift took only the 


“ Fourth Part of his Body from the Virgin 
“ Mary, 


‘ They are Horrid and Execrable Things. 
“ There is no Herefy nor Crime fo great, as 
“ that of aflerting, that the Soul is mortal ; 
“ for there is Hope of Salvation in all other 
‘6 Crimes and Herefies, but not in this. 
“ Whoever maintains fuch a Thing, does 
“not believe the Being of a God, nora 
“* Divine Juftice, nor the Refurreétion, nor 
“ Jefus Chrift, nor the Holy Scripture ; in 
‘¢ a Word, he believes nothing at all. Had 
‘* J faid, and publifh’d fuch a Thing, to in- 
“ fe& the World, I fhould condemn my felf 
“ to Death, 

“ Wherefore, my Lords, I defire that my 
“ falfe Accufer fhould be punifh’d pens ta- 
“* Iienis, and confined to a Prifon, as I am, 
** cill he or I be condemned to Death, or to 
“ fome other Punifhment. Fam willing to 
“* die , if he is not convi&ed, both of this, 
‘€ and other Things, which I fhall lay to his 
“ Charge. I beg of you, My Lords, to do 
“* me Juftice ; Juftice, My Lords, Juftice. 
“ From your Prifon at Geneva, September 22. 
“1553+ 

Michael Servetus 


pleading his own Caufe. 


That Petition was attended with the fel- 
following Articles. 


Articles fur les quiels Michel Servetus. 


demande que Fehan Calvin foyt intere 
roge. 


nt” S I le moys de Mars dernier paffe fit 
“ efcrire par Guillaume Trie a Ly- 
on, difant tout plein de chofes de Micha- 
e] Villanovanus, di& Servetus. Quel 
eftoye le contenu de la lettre, & pour 
quoy. 
** 2, Si aveque la dice lettre envoya la 
“ moytie du premier quayer du livre du 
* dict Servetus, ou efloyt le titre, & lindice, 
‘““ou table, & quelque comancamant du 
* di& livre, intitule Chriftianifmi reftitu- 
tio. 
‘* 3. Si tout cela ne fut envoye, pour Je 
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faire accufer le ditt Servet 

“ effet fen fuyvir. apis 1 

y ‘* 4. Si environ quinze jours apres la di&e 

pe lettre, envoya derechef par le mefme-Trie 
plus de vingt epiftres en latin, que le _ 

* Sere 
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“* Servetus luy havoyr efcrit : & les envoya, 
“ comme les aultres de par dela luy deman- 
‘ diont, afin que plus feurement le ditt 
““ Serverus fut accufe, & convencu, com- 
“* me leffe& fen fuyvit. 

“ s. Si apres na entendu, que pour la 
 diéte accufation, le di€&t Servetus a efte 
‘* brofle en effigie, & fon bien confifque, 
“ 8 fullefefte brufle en perfone, fine fe fut 
“ efchapé des prifons. 

“6. Sine fcait bien que neft poynt leftat 
“ dun miniftre de levangile, de eftre accufa- 
‘* teur criminel , ni de porfuivre judiciele- 
mant un home a mort. 


“« Mefft igneurs, il y a quatre raifons gran- 
“ des & infallibles, par les quielles Calvin 
doyt eftre condamné. 
** La premiere eft, pource que la matiere 
de Ja doétrine neft poynet fubje&e a accu 
fation criminelle, comme vous ay monftre 
par mes requeftes, & monftrarei plus am- 
plemant par les anciens do‘teurs de leglife. 
Pour quoy il a grandamant abufe de la 
criminalite , & contra leftat dun miniftre 
de levangile. 
“* La Seconde raifon eft , pource quil eft 
faulx accufateur, comme la prefente in- 
{cription vous monftre, & fe prouvera fa- 
cilement par la le&ture de mon livre. 
“ La tierfe eft, que par frivoles & calum- 
nieufes raifons veult opprimer la verité de 
Jefu Chrift , comme par le raport de nos 
efcritures vous fera manifefté. Carilya 
mis de grandes menteries & mefchancetes. 
“ La quatriefine raifon eft, que en grande 
partie i! enfuyc la dotrine de Simon Ma- 
gas, contra tous Jes dofteurs qui furent 
jamays en leglife. Pour quoy comme 
magicien quil eft, doye non feulement 
‘* eftre condamne, mais doyr eftre extermine 
“ & dechace de voftre ville. Et fon bien 
‘“ doyt eftre adjuge a moy en recompanfe 
“ du mien, que luy ma faiét perdre, la qui- 
** ele chofe, Mefleigneurs, je vous demande. 
“ Fai& le jour que deffus, Oc. 

Michel Servetus 
en fa caufe propre. 


‘é 


ac 
«é 


That is, 
Some Articles, about which Michael 


Servetus requires that John Calvin 
foould be interrogated. 


“ Bs Hether in March laft he got 
W William Trieko write to Lyans, 
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és 
“é 


and faid a great many Things againft as” 
chacl Pillanovanus, alias Serverus. What 
were the Contents of that Letter, and 
for what End it was written. 

“2. Whether he fent with the faid Let- 
“ter one Half of the Firft Quire of the 
** {aid Servetus’s Book, containing the Title, 
and the Index, and the Beginning of the 
** faid Book, entitled Chriftianifmi Reftitutio. 
‘* 3. Whether ic be not crue, that the 
whole was fent to fhew it to the Officials 
of Lyons, that the faid Servetus might be 
profecured, as it appeared by the Event. 

‘* 4. Whether about a Fortnight after, 
he fene by the fame Trie above Twenty 
Latin Letters, ( which the faid Servetus 
had writ to him) according to the Defire 
of his Enemies at Lyons, that the {aid Sere 
vetus might be more eafily profecuted, 


and convicted, as it appeared by the E> 
vent. 


ac 


«“ 
se 


5. Whether he was not informed fince, 
that by virtue of the faid Accufation the 
{aid Servetus was burnt in Effigie, and 
his Eftate confifcated, and that he would 
actually have been burnt, had he not 
** made his Efcape. 

“* 6. Whether he knews not, that it does 
not become a Minifter of che Gofpel to 
** profecute a Man to Death, 


‘* My Lords, there are Four weighty and 
undeniable Reafons., for which Calvin. 
ought to be condemned. 
“ Firft, Becaufe no Man ought to be pro- 
“ fecuted like a Criminal for any Do&trinal 
Point, as I have fhewed in my Petitions, 
and fhall make it appear more at large by 
“* the Ancient Dottors of the Church. And: 
** therefore he has made a very ill Ufe of a 
“ Criminal Profecution, and ated againi 
“ the Character of a Minifter of the Gof: 
* pel. 

f Secondly, Becaufe he is a falfe Accufer, 
‘ as you may fee by thefe Papers, and as ic 
will plainly appear by the reading of my 
“ Book. 

“ Thirdly, Becaufe he defigns to ftifle the 
** Doftrine of Chrift by frivolous and ca- 
lumnious Arguments. as you will plainly 
fee by my Papers; for he has inferted ia 
“ them great Lies and wicked Things. 

“ Fourthly, Becaufe he fullows ina great 
** Meafure the Doétrine of Simon Magu, 
“ contrary to.all the Dofiors that ever lived ' 

in. 
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*¢ im the Church. And. therefore being a 
‘¢ Magician, he ought not only to. be con- 
“ demned, but alfo expelled from your City: 
« And his Eftate ought to be adjudged to 
me, as an Equivalent for the Lofs of mine, 
‘‘ which he has occafioned. This is, my 


‘“ Lords, what I defire of you, Written 
* the abovefaid Day, Oc. 


Michae! Servetus 


pleading his own Canufe. 


I have found out, that Calvin had fome 
Enemies at Geneva, who advited Servetus to 
abufe him to the higheft Degree , and made 
him believe it would be very advantageous 
to his Caufe. I fhall have hereafter a more 
proper Occafion to enlarge upon this Parti- 
cular, 


Here follows the laft Petition of Servetas. 


Magnifiques Seigneurs, 
C [% y a bien troys femmeines, que je 
“ defire & demande avoyr audiance, 
& nay jamais peu beware. Fe vous fupplie 
pour lamour de Jefu Chrift, ne me refufer 
ce que vous ne refuferies a un Turc, en 
vous demandant juftice. Jay a vous dire 
chofes dimportance, & bien neceffaires. 
“* Quant a ce que avies commande, quon 
me fit quelque chofe pour me tenir ner, 
nen a rien efte fait, & fuys plus pietre 
que jamays. Et davantage le froye me 
tormante grandamant a caufe de ma co- 
lique & rompure, la quelle mengendre 
daultres pauretes, que ay honte vous ef- 
crire, Ceft grand cruaulte, que je naye 
conjet de parler feulement pour remedier 
a mes neceflites. Pour lamour de Dieu, 
meficigneurs, dones y ordre, ou pour 
picié, ou pour le devoyr. Fai& en vos 
prifons de Geneve le dixieme doétobre. 
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Michel Servetus. 
That is, 


Magnificent Lords, 


cc’ IS now Three Weeks fince I 

* defired to have a Hearing, but 
' could not obtain it. I befeech you, for 
“ Jefus Chrift’s Sake, not to deny me what 
~ you would not deny a Turk, when I defire 


sé 
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‘vou to do me Juftice. I have, feveral 
“ ‘Things to tell you, that are very ampor- 
‘€ cant and neceflary. 

- As for the Orders you gave, that fome- 
“thing fhouid be done to keep me clean, 
‘* they have not been performed; and I am 
‘’ more miferable than ever. Befides, Iam 
“ very mueh troubled with Cold by Reafon 
‘ of my Cholick and Rupture, which occa- 
fions fome other Miferies that I am afha- 
med to write. ’Tis a great Piece of Cru- 
“* eley, that I fhould not be allowed to fpeak 
‘* in order to fupply my Wants. For God's 
Sake, my Lords, give fome Orders about 
it, either our of Compaffion, or out: of 
Duty. From your Prifon at Geneva, 
“* Ofober 10. 155}. 


és 


t¢ 


‘¢ 
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Michael Servetus. 


I fhall conclude with this la&@ Petition of 
Servetus, and I am, Sir, Ge. 





If. 


ELOGE de feu Mr. FLECHIER 
Evéque de Nifmes. 

That is, THE Character of M,. FLE- 
CHIER , Jate Bifhop of Nifmes. 
By the Fefuits of Trevoux. 


SPRIT FLECHIER, deceafed the 16th 
of February 171.0. was born at Pers in 
the County of Avignon the 1oth of Fane 1632. 
God, who defigned he fhould be a great O- 
rator of the Chriftian Church , and a. moft 
excellent Bifhop, beftowed upon him a 
found Judgment, a noble Imagination, good 
Principles, virtuous Inclinations. Provi- 
dence, in order to improve hig natural En- 
dowments , prepared a Mafter-for him well 
qualified to lead him to the moft perfe& Elo- 
quence : It was Father Hercules Audiffret, 
fince General of the Congregation of the 
Chriftian Do&trine , Uncle to Mr. Flechier. 
Father Hercules was one of thofe Men of a 
wonderful Genius , who make themfelves a 
™ Y to thofe Things, that are true and beau- 
titul. 

He found the French Eloquence ftrangely 
corrupted , and ftill clogged with thofe fre« 
quent Quotations, and that vain fhew of 
Learned Remarks, which being interfperfed 
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through an. odd Compofure, made one doubt 
whether it was a Sermon or a Differtation, a 
Latin.or a French Piece. The Orators, who 
Icft by Degrees that pedantick Method , ran 
into anotherFault ftili more inconfiftent with 
true Eloguence, Spoiled by the Spanifh and 
Ltalian Preachers, they exhaufted their Mind 
in frivolous Quibbles, fuperfluous Orna- 
ments,and mere Flafhes of Wit. A Thought 
appeared to them mean, if it was reafonable ; 
an Argument feemed to them weak , if ic 
wascommon : They judged an Expreflion 
to be flac, becaufe it was fimple : They ra. 
ther chofe co furprife their Hearers, than to 
perfuade them ; and placed the Beauty of a 
Thought in its Oddnefs; the Strength of an 
Argument in its Novelty, and if we dare 
fay fo, in its being contrary to common 
Senfe ; and the Sublimity of an Expreffion 
inthe moft extravagant Metaphor, whereby 
that pretended Sublimity became a perfect 
Ridicule. Reafon {poke feldom in the Pul- 
pit: A loofe and difordered Imagination 
reigned in that facred Place, and offered no- 
thing but Giants and Montfters. 

Father Hercules difcovered true Eloquence 
among thofe Phantoms, that went by her 
Name : He was fenfible that Sublimity and 
Elevation are neceflary to a Chriftian Oratar ; 
but at the fame time he perceived, that no- 
thing but what is natural can perfuade, be- 
caufe it prefervesthe Charafier of Truth. 
Laftly , he was fenfible that a Man may be 
fublimne without departing from Nature ; 
that a Thought may be ingenious without 
being odd ; that the moft common Argu- 
ments are the moft folid, as being moft agree- 
able to common Senfe ; that one may beltow 
upon them the Gracefulnefs of Novelty by 
ftudied, infiauating, and moving Turns ; 
that Purity, Noblenefs, and Harmony, are 
the true Beauties of Expreflion ; that a Me- 
taphor may be ufed with good Succefs, if it 
be ufed with Prudence ; that thofe Flights 
of Imagination, which furprife and amaze , 
are mere Flafhes of Wit, which rather daz- 
zie than light : They do no good; they can- 
not bear the Teft of Reflexion , and imme- 
diately vanifh away. 

_Eloquence wants to be fupported by Ima- 
gination ; but the Jatter muft be dire&ted by 
Reafon: It isa Fire, which being well ma- 
naged, gives Heat and Light ; otherwife it 
vanithes into Smoke, or {poils and disfigures 
what ic fhould embellifh : Ia a word, it 
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peeves more prejudicial than ufeful. . Tis 
ighly probable, that thefe Reflections , 
which we lay down asthe Principles of tiue 
Eloquence, offered themfelves to Bather Hers 
cules. He formed his Tafte by them; at leaft, 
it is this fort of Eloguence which we have 
obferved ia fome of his manufcript Pieces, 
that have been communicated to us.--- One 
may allo perceive in al] his Works thole emi- 
nent Qualities,whereby he diftinguith’d him. 
felf, that have been fo well imitated byM Fle- 
chier, the faithful Difciple of fuch a Matter, 
an honeft Heart, a found Judgment, a great 
Skillin the facred Writings, and a folid Viety, 

M. Flechier made himfelt known at firft by 
a Defcription of a Carroufel in Latin Verfe, 
and by fome French Poems, which gave him 
a Rank among our greateit Poets. Every 
body wonder’d how he could defcribe in 
fuch fine Latin Verfes a Carroufel, which 
was wholly unknown to Ancient Rome, One 
muft be a perfect Matter of a Language , to 
make ufe of it fo fuccefsfully. 

The Sweetnels of his Converfation , and 
the Regularity of his Life, gained him. the 
Love and Affection of feveral Perfons of 
great Note. fis Firft Sermons did very 
much increafe his Reputation: ‘Tho’ his 
Voice and his Delivery had nothing in them 
that was very taking, the Juftnefs of his Di- 
v.fions,, the natural Beauty of his Thoughts, 
agg the Charms of his Expreflion, were ges 
nerally applauded. 

He, made Balzac the Model of his 
Style, avoiding the falfe Thoughrs, and 
the Swelling Expreflions of that Author. 
Balzac, faid he, has a Noble and Harmonious 
Didion,which cannot be fufficientlyadmired. 
He alfo frequently read. che Works of M. du 
Bellay, and the Italian and Spanifo Preachers; 
but he read them for his Diverfion: He 
call'd them his Jeflers, and confefs’d that 
thofe ridiculous Preachers had been of fome 
Ufe to him to refine his Tafle, and give him 
a Notion of what is true and folid, without 
which there is no Beauty, nor Strength in 
Eloquence. He ufedto fay of M. du Bellay, 
that it was his Misfortune to have too much 
Wit, and too great a Facility. He compa- 
red him with a plentiful Spring ill managed: 
Had it been kept within Bounds, and well 
dire&ted , one might have made a charming 
and ufeful Canal of it ; but he turned it in- 
to Water-Spouts, or fuffered it to overflow 
its Banks, whereby it becamea muddy Bog. 

Among, 
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Among theIiluftrious Friends, whom his 
Merit gained him, the Duke of Montaufier 
was one of the moft zealous. “A Friend of 
fuch a Charaéter is as great a Proof of M. 
Flechier’s Virtue, as it is of his Noble Geni- 
us. The Duke introduced him to the Dau- 
phin ; and he was made his Reader. Being 
pitch’d upon in 1672. to pronounce a Fune- 
ral Oration upon the Duke of Montaufier, he 
difcovered, the Firft Time, that Excellent 
Genius for this Sort of Compofures, which 
was admired all over the Kingdom, as it ap- 
peared from thofe Orations which he made 
upon theDutchefs of Aiguillon, the Marefchal 
de Turenne, the Firft Prefident de la Moignen, 
Queen Mary Therefa, the Dauphinefs, and 
Chancellor /e Tcliter. 

Tho’ the World was fond of him, he was 
not fond of the World : He did not think 
himiclf difpenfed, by Reafon of his great 
Reputation, from acquiring a new Merit ; 
and notwicthitanding his Application to his 
Sermons, he enrich’d the Publick with feve- 
ral other Works, that were the Fruits of a 
Time well husbanded , and of his Retire- 
ment in the Middle of the Court. 

Two Latin Manufcripts of Antonio Ma ia 
Gratiani, Bifhop of Amelia, one of the 
greateft Wits of the XVith Century , came 
into his Hands - The one contained the L fe 
of Cardinal Commendon, to ‘whom Gratiani 
was very much additted ; the other re 
fented theMisfortunes of the IMufirious Men 
of the XVIth Century. He publithed thole 
Two Pieces, and tranflated the Firft. Which 
was look’d upon as a Model of Tranflation. 

M. Flechier, being a good Poet, a Famous 
Orator, an Excellence ‘1 ranflator, could noc 
but find the French Academy diipofed, or ra- 
ther very defirous to admit him into their 
Society. He fucceeded M. Godeax , Bifhop 
of Vence, in 1673. 

Among the Proje&ts, that were formed 
for the Education of the Dauphin, it was 
thought neceffary to publith for his Ufe the 
Hiftory of all the great Princes, who pro- 
fefled Chriftianiry. M = Flechier, being or- 
dered to write the Hiftory of Theodofius, pub- 
hith'd it in 1679. And ‘tis the only one 
that came out. He compofed at the fame 


Time the Hiftory of Cardinal Ximener, prin- 
ted in 1693. At the End of one of his Ser- 
mons, an unknown Cordelier brought him 
fome Memoirs for that} Hiftory, and then 
went away, and M. Flechier never faw him 
fince. M. Flechier look'd upon that Adveq- 
ture, as an Order from Heaven to go about 
that Work. 

His Merit was too well known at Court 
to be left without Reward, under a Prince, 
who knows how to diftinguifh Virtue, and 
loves to raife Virtuous Men. The King be- 
ftowed upon him the Abbey of St. Severin, 
and afterwards promoted him to the Bifhop- 
rick of Levaur, in 1685. and then, in 1687. 
to the Bifhoprick of Nifmes. ( lomit 
that Part of the Encomium relating to the pre- 
tended Converfion eof the Proteftants in the Dio- 
cefeof Nifmes.) Keeping a ftri&t Order in 
his Houfe, and yet Magnificent and Liberal. 
efpecially towards thefPoor ; affable ; eafy 
to be {poken to; behaving himfelf like a 
Father and a Paftor, feldom like a Superior, 
never like an Enemy. ——_ 

His Inclination for the Belles Lettres was 
not ftifled by the Cares attending the Epifco- 
pal Dignity. He took care to have an Aca- 
demy founded at Nifmes, of which he was 
the’Prefident and the Soul. His Palace was 
another Academy, wherein he made it his 
Butinefs to bring up Chriftian Orators, and 
fuch Writers as might ferve the Church, and 
be an Ornament to the Nation. 

Whilft he improved and perfe&ed other 
Authors, he neglected hisown Works. Be. 
ing follicired from ail Parts to print his Ser. 
mons, he only publ:ifh’d fome few, that 
came out in 1696. His Slownefs in pub. 
lifhing his old Pieces made every body the 
more eager to get the new ones. Old Age 
did not weaken his Body, nor impair his 

ind. One may obferve in his laft Pieces 
the fame Elegance, the fame Delicacy , and 
even a greater Strength than in the Firft. 
The Publick exprefled their Admiration for 
them, as foon as they came out: They were 
printed at Paris, at Lyons, in Foreign Coun- 
tries : So many Editions were hardly fuffici- 
ent to fatisfy the Cuiiofity of the Readers. 
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